So        THE  LIFE  STORY  OF  A   BRAHMAN

at this point, even though the two are not distinctly dressed
for the part, as they are with the Nagara.

The homage is continued, for after they have washed
their feet, the parents apply drops of the water used for
washing x to their own eyes and put it on their heads. This
done, the mother and father must wash their own hands (since
they have touched feet), and then they make the red mark on
the foreheads of the pair and put grains of rice on the mark,

They next present the boy and girl with certain vessels,
-which they will . find useful in their new life. The biggest
is usually a great pot of copper or German silver for holding
bath-water, and there is another for milk, besides several
smaller ones for ordinary purposes. Sometimes the bride and
bridegroom exchange garlands, but this is not done amongst
the Nagara,

The father now takes water in his right hand, and holds
it in the cavity below the second and third finger, keeping
his first finger bent and his little finger stuck stiffly out, The
priest recites the day and date by saying : ( On Wednesday
(or whatever the day may be) of the bright half of the month
(so and so) of the (astrological) year (Salivahana) in order to
perfect my gift of the bride I give these things to the bride-
groom ', and as the priest speaks, the father holds the water
1 in his hand, and then pours it into a brass vessel. This is
called the Golden Sraddha (Hiranyctfraddka)*

Meanwhile the mother puts her hand on the right shoulder
of the father to show that they jointly make the gift. Now
follows the actual gift The father takes water in his hand In
the same way as he did before, and the priest again recites the
date, but then goes on to say (and the father repeats the words
after ium) : 'JQiis^girU being adorned according to my ability,

no metal, having tied the.niadariH
g fruits, making provision for her with gold accord-

1 In the same way devotees during their evening worship in temples
often put drops of water in which the idol has been washed to their eyes
or to their lips,